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ACTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL          AGENDA ITEM 8 
Report of the Clerk to the Council        21 JANUARY 2026 
 

ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR 2026/27 FINANCIAL YEAR 
 

Each year the Community Council must consider all matters pertaining to determination of the 
Council’s income, expenditure, balances and precept requirements for the next financial year having 
regard to the Accounts and Audit Regulations, the Council’s own Financial Regulations and any 
decisions made during the Municipal year that may require a budget provision. 
 

The Council under the Local Government Finance Act 1992 has a duty to meet Statutory requirements 
as a local precepting authority and in particular Section 50 of this Act which requires the Council to 
calculate its budget requirements each year.  In calculating this budget requirement it must take into 
account: 
 

1. the expenditure the authority estimates it will incur in the year in performing its functions; 
2. such allowance as the authority estimates will be appropriate for contingencies in relation to 

expenditure for the year; 
3. the financial reserves which the authority estimates it will be appropriate to raise in the year for 

meeting its estimated future expenditure; and 
4. such financial reserves as are sufficient to meet so much of the amount estimated by the authority 

to be a revenue account deficit for any earlier financial year as has not already been provided for. 
 

To be effective, Audit Wales has highlighted that Councils budget setting and monitoring 
arrangements must safeguard the Council from an over reliance on using reserves and the Council 
must ensure there is a sound system of internal control which facilitates exercise of the Council’s 
functions and which includes adequate and effective financial management.  There must be a proper 
understanding of the makeup of any reserves and effective controls to ensure they are used in line 
with their intended purposes.  
 
DETERMINATION OF BUDGET AND PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS FOR 2026/27:  
The Council must now consider all matters pertaining to determination of the Council’s income, 
expenditure, balances (both General and Ear Marked Reserves) and precept requirements for the 
financial year 2026/27.  In order to expedite the Council’s consideration of its budget, the following 
resolutions were made at the Council’s November 2025 meeting (Minute 87 November 2025 refers):  
 
2. Service Level Agreements 2026/27: Members discussed the current and proposed Service Level 
Agreements for 2026/27 and ongoing contractual commitments.  Resolved -  

To confirm the continuation of all other existing Service Level Agreements for the next financial 
year as part of the budget setting process as follows :-  
 

1. Shropshire County Council Payroll Service – (Year3 of 3) 
2. Caia Park Partnership Open Access Youth Work for 8-18 year olds – (Year 2 of 3)  
3. CAB Acton Outreach Worker for Acton Community Advice Service (Year 3 of 3)  
4. Wrexham CBC Acton Playground Provision – (Annual ongoing)  
6. Wrexham CBC School Crossing Patrols –Wrexham CBC (Annual ongoing)  
7. Wrexham CBC Play Sufficiency Project with Staffed play provision at Little Acton (Year 2 of 3); 
and to implement the recommendations of the Youth Committee Meeting held on 12 November 
2025 as follows: 
 

“To extend the existing 3 year Play Sufficiency Project SLA with Wrexham CBC’s Play 
Development Team so that from April 2026 there can be continuation in years 2 and 3 of the 
SLA of the School Holiday play sessions recently piloted successfully on the Fairways Estate, at 
cost of £2,093.90 for 1 session per week throughout the Easter, Whit, Summer & October 
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school holidays (total of 10 sessions excluding bank holidays & national Playday) 
 

3.Budget Assumptions. the Clerk work up detailed budget costings for consideration at the December 2025 
Council meeting based on an assumption of 3.8% inflation.   

 

IT IS NOW RECOMMENDED THAT AFTER CONSIDERING THE INFORMATION BELOW AND TO BE 
PROVIDED AT THE MEETING, THE COUNCIL APPROVES:- 
 

1. Provision of the necessary contractual funding for existing and committed Service Level 
Agreements for the next financial year(2026/27) as part of the budget setting process ; 

2. The Council’s Ear-Marked and General Fund Reserve requirements for 2026/27 
3. The Council’s Budget Requirements as set out in the document to be provided circulated 

separately taking account of the Council’s priorities as stated in its current Annual Plan. 
4. The Council’s Precept Requirement which must be submitted to Wrexham County Borough 

Council by 23 January 2026, noting the Council’s Tax Base for 2026/276 has been notified by 
Wrexham CBC as being 5716. 

 
 

1. Annual Investment Strategy 2026/27: 
 

Further to Minutes 28ii) June 2011, and 87.1 November 2025, to note the review of the Acton 
Community Council Investments Strategy and Financial Regulations will be completed once the six 
signatories have registered for online banking with Unity Trust Bank. 

 

2. Service Level Agreements 2026/27: 
 

To confirm the Service Level Agreements’ contractual provisions within the Budget for the next 
financial year as part of the budget setting process:- 
 

3. Review of Earmarked and General Fund Reserves for 2026/27 
 

The Council in determining the financial reserves which it estimates will be appropriate to raise in the 
year for meeting its estimated future expenditure should take account of the existing earmarked 
reserves, the level of General Reserves for appropriate contingencies in relation to expenditure for 
the year; unplanned expenditure and boosting specific earmarked reserves from within the 2025/26 
budget. 
 
It is suggested the specific reserves for the Maesydre Power House; Playground equipment 
replacement and Little Acton Community Centre equipment/refurbishment/repairs be added to from 
this year’s budget provision surplus.  The existing level of Earmarked reserves can be viewed on Page 1 of 
the Q3 accounts that were submitted under agenda item 7.2 earlier in the meeting . (see page 14 of the 
Agenda pack)  
 

4. Precept Requirements for 2026/27: 
 

The Chief Finance and Performance Officer, Wrexham County Borough Council has indicated the 
Community Council’s precept is required by 23 January 2026 and the Council Tax Base for 2026/27 is 
5716 a reduction of 19 on the 2025/26 base.   
 
This information is key and enables the Council to determine its Precept requirements for 2026/27. 
Members are reminded the Acton Community Tax base for 2025/26 was 5735 The Council must now 
consider the Council’s Priorities and prepare a Draft budget and determine the Council’s Precept 
requirement taking into account current commitments and any new provisions that the Community 
Council decides to support and earmarked and other reserve requirements.  
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
 
A copy of the forward detail of the current and next year’s budget will be circulated in advance of the 
meeting together with a schedule of last year, the current year and next year’s budget provisions and 
an outline of a preliminary Precept calculation based on the draft budget requirements presented to 
Members. 
 
To assist Members in their consideration and determinations, I have circulated a copy of information 
that was circulated in 30 November 2022 detailing the legislative framework the Community Council 
has to adhere to when determining its spending requirements and setting its precept.  Included in this 
circulation was an extract of the Governance and Finance Toolkit issued to all Welsh Town and 
Community Councils. 
 
DECLARATION:  
 
Any member with council tax unpaid for more than two months is prohibited from voting on the 
budget or precept by Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 and must disclose at 
the start of the meeting that Section 106 applies to them. 
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DRAFT BUDGET EXPENDITURE FOR 2026/27 

    

    Carried Forward from 2024/25 
 

£235,938.00 
 Precept 2025/26 

 

£258,000.00 
 

Interest (Estimated)  
 

£4,939.00 
 VAT Repayment (Estimated) 

 

£3,090.00 
 

  

£501,967.00 
 

    
Less estimated expenditure 2025/26 

 

- £238,311.00 
 

  

  
 

 

TOTAL £263,656.00 
 

    

    Estimated Expenditure 2026/27 
 

£258,303.00                  
 Less Estimated Balance 

 

£263,656.00 
 Add Earmarked reserves 

 

£180,392.89 
 

Add adjustment to working balances  £86,000.00 
 

    Provisional  Precept Requirement for 
2026/27 

 

 
£261,039.89* 

  
Note This requirement figure reflects cessation of the 
Park Ranger SLA, retention of £5,000 for Park events and 
Friends Group. An increase of £10,000 to Community 
initiatives budget for Christmas Lighting  

     
Historical Information:  Acton Community Tax base    

 
 

Precept Band D equivalent 

2023/24 - 5711 £169,000 £29.59 
2024/25 – 5691 – Budget level Precept Or  
Slippage level & just contractual commitments 

£225,890 £39.69 

2025/26 - 5735 £258,000 £44.98 
2026/27 – 5716 £261,000 £45.66 
   

 
See attached Sheets for underpinning background calculations 
 

Earmarked balances for:  
Elections/ Power House Repairs & revaluation/ Repairs& Replacement Play equipment / Acton CRC / Env Schemes/ Youth Projects/ Grant Monies/Locum 
Clerk/Crime prevention/  Little Acton Com Centre Equip&refurbishment 
 
Prepared by Carole Roberts, Proper Officer and Clerk to Acton Community Council  
Correct as at 19/1/26 



5 



6 



7 



8 



9 



10 

 


