CYNGOR COMMUNITY
CYMUNED COUNCIL

6 December 2017
Dear Councillor

You are summoned to attend the meeting of ACTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL to be held in the
Training Room at ACTON COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE, Overton Way, Acton, Wrexham, LL12
7LB on TUESDAY next 12 DECEMBER 2017 at 6:30pm.

Yours Sincerely

Carole Roberts

Clerk to the Council
AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: To receive disclosures of personal and prejudicial interests from
Councillors on matters to be considered at the meeting.

The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If you become aware, during the course of a
meeting, of an interest that has not been disclosed under this item you must immediately disclose it.
You may remain in the meeting and take part fully in discussion and voting unless the interest is
prejudicial.

A personal interest is prejudicial if a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would
reasonably regard it as so significant that it is likely to prejudice your judgment of the public interest
and it relates to a financial or regulatory matter.

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES: To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 21
November 2017 (Copy attached)

4. INFORMATION FROM THE MINUTES:

5. ITEMS DEFERRED FROM LAST MEETING: To consider the following items that were deferred at the
last meeting:

1. Costings and Viability of Providing a CCTV Camera in areas where Anti-Social Behaviour takes
Place In The Acton Community: Councillor Paul Jones to Report (Minute 64.2, October 2017
refers)

2. Borras Park Albion FC: Item placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor Ralph Hardy.

6. COMMUNITY POLICING MATTERS: To receive an update from the Acton Community Police Officers.

7. PROCEDURAL MATTERS — SECTION 116 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (WALES) MEASURE 2011: CO-OPTION
OF MEMBERS CASUAL COUNCILLOR VACANCIES To consider any Expressions of Interest submitted,
receive short presentations from Candidates in attendance and proceed to fill the Borras Park and
Little Acton Ward casual vacancies by Co-option in accordance with Section 116 of the Local
Government (Wales) Measure 2011. Report from the Clerk attached.

Please contact  Carole Roberts, Clerk to the Council on: 07913 071470 or
E-Mail: actoncommunitycouncil@gmail.com with any apologies or requests for further information.
You can also write to the Clerk at Acton Community Resource Centre, Overton Way, Wrexham LL12 7LB



mailto:actoncommunitycouncil@gmail.com

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

KEY ACTON ISSUES: WCBC Members to report verbally on any new or Key Issues being considered by
the County Bough Council that may affect the whole or part of the Community of Acton. (ltem placed
on the agenda in accordance with the decision contained in Minute 107 January 2011)

CONSULTATIONS: The following consultation papers have been received since the last meeting and
Members are requested to consider whether to make any comments on them:

1. PLANNING LAW IN WALES CONSULTATION PAPER: The Law Commission are undertaking a review
of planning law in Wales, with the aim of ensuring it works for the specific needs of Wales and
improves accessibility to the general public and stakeholders. They have finalised for public
consultation their detailed and substantive proposals for simplifying and consolidating planning
legislation. The ‘Planning Law in Wales: Consultation Paper’ can be accessed by clicking here and is
accompanied by a summary. Responses to this Consultation should be submitted directly to the Law
Commission (planning-wales@lawcommission.gsi.gov.uk) by 1 March 2018.

2. DRAFT UPDATED LOCAL PLANNING GUIDANCE NOTE 5: HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION AND
UPDATES TO LOCAL PLANNING GUIDANCE NOTE 16: Wrexham County Borough Council is seeking
views on its proposals to update two of its Local Planning Guidance Notes. The draft guidance notes
can be viewed on the Council’s website by clicking here : The Community Council has been invited to
submit its comments on the draft guidance notes by 29 January 2018.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: To receive a report from the Clerk to the Council in connection with the
making of any grants under Section 137 Local Government Act 1972. Details Attached.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR 2018/19 FINANCIAL YEAR: Further to the
special meeting of the Council held on 7 November 2017, to consider all matters pertaining to
determination of the Council’s income, expenditure, balances and precept requirements for the
financial year 2018/19.

1. Annual Investment Strategy 2018/19 Further to Minute 28 ii) June 2011, to review the Acton
Community Council Investments Policy for the next financial year as part of the budget setting
process. Report from the Clerk attached.

2. Service Level Agreements 2018/19:- To review and confirm the Service Level Agreements for the
next financial year as part of the budget setting process:-

1. Acton Resource Centre- Revenue Costs

Seasonal Ranger Acton Park

CAB Acton Outreach Worker for Acton Community Advice Service

Acton Playground Provision

School Crossing Patrols

Little Acton Community Centre: To receive an update on the progress of the Community Group in
transferring responsibility for this Community Centre from Wrexham County Borough Council.

ouswWN

3. Precept Requirements for 2018/19: The Chief Finance and Performance Officer, Wrexham County
Borough Council has indicated that the Community Council’s precept is required by 12 January 2018.
The Acton Community Tax base for 2018/19 is 5749 a reduction of 19 from last year. To consider the
Council’s Draft budget and precept requirement taking into account current commitments and any
new provisions that the Community Council decides to support. (Details to follow).

REPORT FROM CLERK: Clerk to report on correspondence and other information that has been
received since the last meeting. Details Attached.

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS: To note details of any payments received and authorise any outstanding
debtor or other payments.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS: To consider any comments the Council may wish to make on any
applications made under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (to be determined by Wrexham
County Borough Council):


https://www.lawcom.gov.uk/project/planning-law-in-wales/
mailto:planning-wales@lawcommission.gsi.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Acton%20Community%20Council/MEETINGS/2017/12%20Dec%2017%20bfwd%20by%201week/1.%09http:/www.wrexham.gov.uk/english/planning_portal/plan_policy/draft_supplementary_pgnote516.htm

Case Number/ Address Proposed Development Decision

Demolition Of Existing Extension And
Outbuilding And Erection Of New Single-
Storey Side And Rear Extension

*P/2017/0980
185 Holt Road Wrexham

Application For Works To Tree Subject To
Tree Preservation Order Wcbhc No. 273,
2017: Ash (T5) - Remove Horizontal
Secondary Branch (S) Over Lawn Area
Back To The Union And Reduce By 2
Metres, Lower Secondary Branches Over
Neighbouring Garden And Shed

*P/2017/0989
27 Fairmount Road, Wrexham

*the plans and documents for planning applications can be viewed online by clicking here and selecting the
Community of Acton for the search. The Clerk to the Council requests an extension of the 21 day consultation
period where appropriate.


http://planning.wrexham.gov.uk/Planning/lg/plansearch.page?org.apache.shale.dialog.DIALOG_NAME=gfplanningsearch&Param=lg.Planning

AGENDA ITEM 3

CYNGOR COMMUNITY
CYMUNED COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Acton Community Council held on Tuesday 21 November 2017 at Acton
Community Resource Centre, Overton Way, Acton, Wrexham

Present:
Councillor P Lloyd (Chair) Councillor R Hardy (Vice Chair) *
“ W Baldwin “ D Picken *
“ M Davies “ B Pritchard
“ Mrs A Evans * “ Kevin Roberts *
“ Ms S Hope * “ Mrs D Wallice
“ P D Jones * Ms A Waters *
G Lowe Ms L Williams
2 Vacancies
* Absent

Also Present:

PCSOs Rachael Evans and Murray Taylor, North Wales Police
Mrs Carole Roberts, Clerk to the Council

79 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors Mrs Anne Evans, Ralph Hardy, Ms Sian
Hope, Paul Jones, Darren Picken and Ms Aimi Waters.

80 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

No declarations of interest were made at this stage of the proceedings.

81 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

1. Minutes of the Acton Community Council meeting held on 17 October 2017:

RESOLVED - that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Council held on 17 October 2017 be
received and confirmed as a correct record.

2. Minutes of the special meeting of Acton Community Council held on 7 November 2017:

RESOLVED - that the Minutes of the special Meeting of the Community Council held on 7 November
2017 be received and confirmed as a correct record and the Clerk be thanked for her additional work in
connection with this Special meeting.

3. Minutes of the Environmental Committee meeting held on 16 November 2017: The Minutes of
this meeting were received and the Council considered the recommendations made to it by the
Committee.

RESOLVED - that the Minutes be received and the recommendations of the Environmental Committee be
accepted as set out below:-

1) To approve expenditure from the Community Streetscene 2018/19 budget to enable the £2,000
project in Acton Park to proceed so that repairs and replacement work to decaying wood within the
Japanese Garden structure overlooking the ornamental gardens can be carried out;



2) To approve the placing of a plaque by residents in memory of the long stand resident of the Little
Acton Community on the metal seat once it has been installed on The Green at Little Acton;

3) In accordance with Minute 64.2.4, October 2017 to approve any request for fifty percent funding of
the cost of providing a skip for non- housing residents from the Community Streetscene budget as
part of the Environmental clean-up day planned for the Maesydre ward in January 2018;

4) To approve and authorise spending with the Erlas Victorian Walled Garden Charity from the
Community Streetscene budget for a sum of up to £700 each for two wooden planters at Borras
Shops only and for the Charity to be requested to provide, plant and maintain the wooden planters
at the Borras Park Shops for one year; and

5) To note that the next meeting of the Environmental Committee will be held in approximately four
weeks so that Committee members can visit and familiarise themselves with the Borras Park Shop
site before determining the final location for the planter(s) at Borras Park Shops and continue to
develop proposals to spend the Environment Committee’s budget within the current financial year.

82 INFORMATION FROM THE MINUTES

1. COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17 OCTOBER 2017 - MINUTE 64.2 Costings and Viability of Providing
a CCTV camera in areas where anti-social behaviour takes place in the Acton Community: This item was
deferred as Councillor Paul Jones was not in attendance at the meeting.

83 COMMUNITY POLICING MATTERS

The Chair welcomed PCSOs Rachael Evans and Murray Taylor who were attending the meeting to
represent the Acton Policing Team. The monthly Crime statistics circulated to all members previously
were received and noted. PCSO Evans referred to the Online Watch Link (OWL) and Neighbourhood
Watch schemes that the Police were trying to encourage more residents to sign up to. Copies of
Application forms were circulated to members at the meeting for distribution within their wards.

PCSO Murray Taylor gave an update on the first Passive Drugs Dog Operation held on 20 October 2017
that had been partly funded by the Community Council’s contribution. Members listened to his report
and thanked this Officer for his informative report and the hard work that has gone into planning this
operation which has resulted in a very positive response. Members were requested to pass on and
report any information or intelligence they become aware of that may help inform the next passive
drugs dog operation. The Chair thanked the PCSOs for their attendance and report.

RESOLVED - that

1) PCSO Murray be thanked for his informative report and the hard work involved in planning and
organising the Passive Drugs Dog operation which has produced a very positive response and
result; and

2) The Clerk writes to PC Kerry Evans welcoming her back and expressing the Council’s pleasure at
seeing her return to work.

84 PLAY DEVELOPMENT

Further to Minute 20.2 June 2017, Mr Mike Barclay and Mr Jay Davies from the Wrexham County Borough
Council’s Play Development Team were in attendance at the meeting to discuss and help identify if there
are any areas in the Acton Community where Play development schemes could be implemented and
advise of any other potential sources of funding for such schemes. By way of background the Officers
referred to the approach from and work they had recently carried out with some of the young residents of
the Little Acton in respect of the development of the Ffordd Garmonydd play area for older Young People
in the area. (Minute 122 February 2017 refers) However this approach was not the norm and when
considering what to do next a more strategic approach is required.



Play is essential to children’s enjoyment of living and is how they form attachments to the area they live
in. IT is important for children to play as they learn through play and that should be encouraged. Wales is
the first Country to legislate for Children’s play and there is a Play sufficiency duty contained in this
legislation. The ability to play out is linked to Community Wellbeing. The way children play is different to
an adults’ memory of their own play. Young people tend to use informal spaces and mapping and linking
them is key to expanding Play sufficiency.

It was suggested that consideration should be given to the Community Council commissioning its own
research about play development at individual ward level examining how children use their area, what
gets in the way and what priorities are needed to support children’s play. The estimated cost of carrying
out a local Play Sufficiency Assessment in one ward is £2,500 to include an internal desk top audit, detailed
community audit, research with children in schools, meeting with existing groups of adults such as the
Community Councillors, PTA etc., and a Community Consultation/one off play event to gather evidence
and promote the work that Acton Community Council and other local groups are doing in the area for
Children.

During the debate members referred to risks posed to children by traffic travelling through the
community, the distance they travel to play, the value of Acton Park, the existing and successful young
people organisations already established in the area including Borras Park Albion Football club, the Guides
and large Scout groups at Rhosnesni, Morris Dancing, netball and the new Youth Club for 8-13 year olds.
There is potential for Young People to be involved with the Friends of Acton Park Group. Parental
concerns can limit the healthier aspects of outdoor play and the importance of building trust and having a
consistent approach to play was noted. There was value in completing research for play development to
establish a more strategic approach and response whenever short notice external Grant funding becomes
available. The Chair thanked the officers for their attendance.

RESOLVED - that

1) the Wrexham CBC Play Development Team be requested during 2018/19 to carry out a pilot local
Play Sufficiency Assessment in the Borras Park ward and the proposal document be submitted to the
Clerk as soon as possible

2) The Youth Committee be requested to consider the proposal document and ensure that the
Community Council is satisfied as to the scope, objectives, methodology and reporting for the Pilot
local play Sufficiency Assessment of the Borras Park ward;

3) An appropriate sum is included in the estimates of income and expenditure for 2019/18 to enable
the Pilot Assessment to be carried out.

85 BORRAS PARK ALBION FC

It was noted that this item had placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor Ralph Hardy who was
unable to be present at the meeting today. This matter was deferred until a later date.

86 KEY ACTON ISSUES

Wrexham County Borough Council Members reported on new or Key Issues being considered by the
County Bough Council that may affect the whole or part of the Community of Acton

1. Valentines Travel Bus Service: This new bus service had commenced on 20 November 2017 as a part
replacement through the Maesydre area. The route has been carefully planned so that it stops at or near
many to the town shopping/ supermarket areas and allows a minimum of an hour for passengers to do
their shopping before returning. The Company mainly provides good quality school transport which is why
there is no service around the afternoon school run. It was noted that copies of the timetable would be
placed in strategic positions for customers to see as well as the Community Council’s own website. The
present position was welcomed.



2. Proposal for establishment of a new Welsh medium primary school on part of the Borras Park
Community School site: It was reported that this Consultation had received a lot of local opposition
particularly in terms of highway congestion and road safety particularly at school pick up and drop off
times and in terms of the total land available being sufficient to site another school. The outcome of this
Consultation was awaited. However the Community Council took issue with having received no
notification of this Consultation particularly as it was in the Acton Community Area.

RESOLVED - that Wrexham County Borough Council be advised of the Community Council’s
disappointment and annoyance at not being afforded an opportunity to be consulted on this important
proposal despite it being located within the Community Council’s area.

3. Park Ranger Service — It was noted that the Difficult Decisions document proposal to reduce the
Wrexham CBC Ranger Service may impact on Acton Park and the Friends of Acton Park had recently held
an event in the Park to support retention of the Ranger Service. Members noted that the Seasonal Park
Ranger for Acton Park funded by the Community Council was not included as part of this consultation.
Members did however discuss the extension of the current one year arrangement to three years under a
Service Level Agreement to provide some stability for this important role within Acton Park.

RESOLVED to seek a three year Service Level Agreement and commitment with Wrexham County
Borough Council for the provision of a Seasonal Park Ranger at Acton Park to be funded wholly by the
Community Council.

87 QUORUM

Councillors Geoff Lowe and Bill Baldwin left the meeting at this stage of the proceeding. The Chair advised
that a quorum of members was still present and the meeting and decision making could proceed whilst it
is still quorate.

88 CONSULTATIONS & OTHER STATUTORY GUIDANCE

The Council considered details of the following Consultations and determined what responses if any, the
Community Council should submit by the Consultation deadlines:-

1. Draft Annual Report for 2017/18 of the Independent Remuneration Panel: Section 13 of this draft
report relates specifically to Town and Community Councils. The closing date is 29 November 2017. An
electronic copy of the Report can be viewed online here. The Community Council’s draft response
compiled following discussion at the Special Council meeting held on 7 November 2017 was attached to
the agenda

RESOLVED that the draft response as now submitted be approved and sent to the Independent
Remuneration Panel for Wales before the 29 November 2017 deadline.

2. 2018 Review of Parliamentary Constituencies in Wales Revised Proposals. The Boundary Commission
for Wales has published this Report on 17 October 2017. Representations about the Revised Proposals
should be made within 8 weeks of publication. The representation period ends on 11 December 2017.

RESOLVED - that Members respond individually to the Consultation.

3. Town and Village Greens: This consultation seeks views by 2 February 2018 on proposed changes to
procedures relating to the registration of town and village greens following the commencement of
relevant provisions in the Planning (Wales) Act 2015. The consultation proposes to commence sections 52
and 53 of, and Schedule 6 to, the Planning (Wales) Act 2015 which will amend the Commons Act 2006.
This will introduce new procedures providing owners with a right to end use of their land as town or
village green subject to certain statutory exclusions. New Regulations are also proposed to set out the
detailed operation of these procedures and the consultation seeks views on the detailed content of these
proposals. Details of the consultation can be found on the Welsh Government’s consultation pages by

clicking here
RESOLVED - that Members respond individually to the Consultation.
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http://gov.wales/irpwsub/home/publication-reports/financial-year-2018-19/?lang=en
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4. WCBC - 'Difficult Decisions 2018-20': Local Councils have less money to spend on services because
Government (UK and Wales) are giving less money for their budgets every year. Wrexham Council may
need to make another £13 million saving over the next two years. Making a total savings of £52 million
since 2008. Views about the proposals are sought by 30 November 2017 by taking part in its online survey
‘Difficult Decisions 2018-20’ Further information can be found by clicking here

RESOLVED - that Members respond individually to the Consultation.

5. Off Street Parking Places Orders 2017: Wrexham County Borough Council is inviting comments by
Wednesday 13 December 2017 on various Order Notices which are appearing in the local press concerning
the above proposal. The key changes with the Orders are a 3 hour tariff is being introduced in all of the
Council car parks costing £1.80. In addition, there is a reduction of the all-day charge to £3.00 on
weekdays on Waterworld car park in a bid to encourage more shoppers and visitors to Wrexham. There is
also the removal of the ‘free after three’ provision from Crescent Road and People’s Market as it is no
longer sustainable.

RESOLVED to make no comments on the proposed Orders.

6. Hawarden Airport - Proposal to Adopt GNSS Approaches and amend Conventional Instrument
Flight Procedures at Hawarden Airport: This Consultation is open until 9 February 2018. It was noted that
this information was circulated via email to members by the Clerk on 15 November 2017. Any questions
on the proposals should be submitted via email to safeguarding@airbus.com

RESOLVED - that the Council respond to the Consultation in the following terms: “The Community
Council welcomes the upgrading of the safety equipment at Hawarden Airport which will improve its
capability and enable potential to retain and develop the Airport.”

7. Consultation on proposed amendments to the Local Authorities (Capital Finance & Accounting)
(Wales) Regulations 2003: This Consultation seeks views by 12 January 2018 on proposed amendments to
these Regulations. A copy of the consultation documents and the response form can be viewed online
here.

RESOLVED - that Members respond individually to the Consultation
89 REPORT FROM CLERK

The Clerk reported on her attendance at the Society of Local Council Clerks Annual Conference at Hinckley
Island on 19 and 20 October 2017, and highlighted the sessions she had attended which included:

I Work Place Relationships, Reducing Stress in the Workplace, an Address by the Chair of the
National Association of Local Councils, SLCC Focus on Bullying and Harassment in the sector;

9 a round the table Welsh Briefing on the Local Government Bill due in June/ July 2018, Call for
evidence by the Panel set up to look at the Welsh Town and Community Council sector, the Draft
report of the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales;

9  Welsh Audit Arrangements including the forthcoming thematic reviews to be included on the
Annual Return documentation;

9 General Data Protection Regulations coming into force in May 2017 and the importance of being
ready. It was noted that Clerk would be attending training provided by the SLCC on this issue on
1 December 2017 in Llandudno;

9 Build a Councillor Workshop and using individuals strengths; importance of training and referral
to the Good Councillors Guide

RESOLVED - that the Clerk be thanked for her report and attendance at this Conference.

The Clerk then reported on information and general correspondence that had been received and was
available for members’ perusal at the meeting. Members also gave consideration to and dealt with the
following correspondence as follows:


http://www.yourvoicewrexham.net/KMS/elab.aspx?noip=1&CampaignId=453&SessionId=7W3XW8KTF6&language=cy
http://www.yourvoicewrexham.net/KMS/elab.aspx?noip=1&CampaignId=453&SessionId=7W3XW8KTF6
http://www.wrexham.gov.uk/budgetconsultation
mailto:safeguarding@airbus.com
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/proposed-amendments-local-authorities-capital-finance-and-accounting-wales-regulations
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/proposed-amendments-local-authorities-capital-finance-and-accounting-wales-regulations

Organisation Details and action taken

1.Wrexham Area Civic Newsletter Issue 45 Autumn 2017: A copy of this document was available at

Society the meeting for members’ perusal. Information noted

2.Friends of Acton Park | Nature Report: A copy of this document was available for members’ perusal
at the meeting. Information noted

3.0ne Voice Wales 1. New Councillor Induction Training - Corwen - Tuesday 19 December -

6.30-9.00: Email dated 20 October 2017 notifying of this training being
provided at a cost of £60 for non-members. Information was noted.
RESOLVED - that the Clerk circulates any further notifications of local
training to all members of the Council and reserve places as requested by
members.

2. Future of Work in Wales: Email dated 2 November 2017 providing details
of this event held by the Wales Centre for Public Policy on 1 November 2017.
The event report can be viewed online here Information noted

4 Wrexham CBC Wrexham Town and Community Council Forum: Email dated 8 November
2017 advising that the next meeting will be held on Thursday, 14 December
2017 at 4.00 pm in the Council Chamber. The Council can send 2/3
representatives to attend. Any items for consideration at the meeting,
should be submitted by Tuesday, 28 November at the latest.

RESOLVED that the Council be represented at the Forum by Councillors Phil
Lloyd and Ms Lynne Williams

5.Welsh Government 1.Welsh Government News - Scheme to promote closer working with local
government Email dated 27 October 2017 providing a copy of this
statement which will be available at the meeting for members’ perusal.
Information noted

2. Welsh Government News - Written Statement: 21st Century Schools and
Education Programme: Email dated 13 November 2017 providing a copy of
this Statement that can also be viewed online here. Information noted

90 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

The Clerk provided details of payments received, an internal Transfer of £50,000 made from the HSBC
Deposit account to the current account and requested authorisation for any outstanding debtor or other
payments.

RESOLVED - that the following payments be approved: -

Voucher No; Payee Details Amount
52. One Voice Wales Training Fees x1 Community Engagement Training at £60.00
Coedpoeth on 24 October 2017 (no vat)

$112 local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

53 Wrexham County 50% Contribution to Skip Hire for Acton Action Day on 29/9/17 | £327.00 (no vat)

Borough Council 519 Local Government (Misc Provisions) Act 1976
54 Wrexham County SLA Q2 Payments for School Crossing Patrols x 3 in Acton £2,964.00 (no
Borough Council Community vat)

S$137 Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)
55 Wrexham County SLA Costs for 2017 Seasonal Park Ranger at Acton Park £5,817.23
Borough Council $19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 (vat=£969.54)
56 Wrexham County Q2 Costs for Little Acton Community Centre £986.71 ( no vat)
Borough Council S$19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976
57.Carole Roberts Clerks Expenses for November 2017 £ 203.27
Clerk to the Council Section 112 Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) (VAT = £10.15)

58. Shropshire County Clerks Salary and office expenses for November 2017 paid by NJC Rates
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Council
Via BACS payment

the Council’s Agent: Shropshire County Council in accordance
with Minute 47 July 2017 (inc SLA Payment of £35)
Section 112 Local Government Act 1972 (as amended)

59. Wrexham County
Borough Council

SLA second Half Year instalment for inspection/ maintenance

of Play areas to 31 March 2018

S$19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976

£ 2,037.00
(VAT = £339.50)

91 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The Council considered whether to make any comments on the following application made under the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (to be determined by Wrexham County Borough Council) and on the

Town and Country Planning ( Trees) Regulations 1999.

RESOLVED - that the following observations be made on the application set out below:-

Wrexham

residential curtilage (in retrospect)

Application No & Details Observations
Address

1.P/2017/0872 Extension to dwelling and alterations| No objections
4 Ffordd Dylan, [toinclude conversion of loft

Wrexham

2.P/2017/0875 Erection of Car Port No Objections
148 Chester Road,

Wrexham

3.P/2017/0880 Change of use of land from public No objections
14 Moorhead Close, |open space to incorporate into

4.P/2017/0911

Nine Acre Playing Field,
\Westminster Drive,
Wrexham

Display of sign

The Community Council has noted the
supporting visual representations for the
proposed sign. It would have no
objections  provided the size and
positioning of the sign is reduced and re-
orientated to face onto the main Chester
Road in order to have minimum impact on
the visual amenity of nearby residents

5.P/2017/0913
1 Gabriel Close
Wrexham

Single storey front extension

No objections

6.P/2017/0922
Northbound Footpath
near Junction with Plas
Gwyn/ Borras Road
Wrexham

Application for Prior Notification of
Proposed development by a
Telecommunications Operator for
the installation f 12m high Telegraph
Style pole with shrouded antennas
ground based equipment cabinets,
ancillary equipment and cabling.

The Community Council is mindful of the
importance of maintaining the existing
level of electronic communication for local
residents and businesses once the
Wrexham Police HQ is relocated. Any
replacement for the Police HQ tower
equipment should be as unobtrusive as
possible on the street scene and not have
a detrimental impact on the visual amenity
for local residents.

Town & Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999

164 Chester
Wrexham LL12 8DS

7.TPO WCBC 267/2017 -
Road

within 6 weeks of this date

Order confirmed 2 October 2017:Any
challenge to the Order must be made

No further observations to make
as the Community Council has
previously supported the making
of this Order
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9.TPO WCBC 268/2017 — |Order confirmed 2 October 2017:Any |[No further observations to make
8Firgrove Corner & |challenge to the Order must be made |as the Community Council has
Huntsman’s Corner |within 6 weeks of this date previously supported the making
of this Order

Wrexham

Signed as a correct record this 12th day of December 2017

Chair
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ACTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL - 12 DECEMBER 2017 AGENDA ITEM 7
REPORT FROM THE CLERK TO THE COUNCIL

SECTION 116 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (WALES) MEASURE 2011: CO-OPTION OF MEMBERS

INTRODUCTION

Further to Minute 67.1 October 2017, the Community Council currently has two casual vacancies in the
Borras Park and Little Acton wards which the Council must fill by co-option. The necessary steps have
been taken to fill the vacancies in accordance with Section 116 of the Local (Wales) Measure 2011

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To enable Members to consider any expressions of interest submitted to the Clerk to the Council by noon
on 11 December 2017 in accordance with Section 116 of the Local (Wales) Measure 2011. Any
expressions of interest received will be circulated after the deadline and the Candidates will be invited to
give a short two or three minute presentation to the full Council on why they have expressed an interest
and consider that they are qualified to be considered for co-option onto the Community Council.

DECISION REQUIRED

To consider the Expressions of Interest received and if appropriate, to proceed to fill the casual vacancies
in the Borras Park and Little Acton Wards by Co-option in accordance with the requirements of Section
116 of the Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011.

INFORMATION

Members must give consideration to any expressions of Interest received by noon on 11 December
2017.and to assist with the filling of the vacancy by co-option at the Meeting, listen to the supporting
statement given by any Candidates. If there are any vacancies remaining after consideration of this
report, the Clerk should be authorised to re-advertise the vacancies in order to meet the requirements of
Section 116 of the Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011.

CO-OPTION PROCEDURES — (ADVICE GIVEN BY THE RETURNING OFFICER)
The Returning Officer has given the following advice in respect of the Co-option Procedure:

1 “A person must be qualified, and not disqualified, to serve as a councillor in order to be co-
opted. The person co-opted must receive an absolute majority vote of the councillors
present and voting. The council may have Standing Orders which relate to the co-option of
Members. Where there are more than two candidates for the vacancy, it would be best
practice, for example, to run a series of votes, each time removing the candidate who has
the least number of votes until one candidate secures an absolute majority.

2 The usual rules on voting apply. Provided that the meeting has a quorum, the decision
must be made by a majority of members who are present and voting. The person presiding
over the meeting may vote, and if there is an equality of votes he may exercise his casting
vote. Members must vote by show of hands unless the council has standing orders that
provide otherwise.

3 The Council’s debate and vote on the co-option must be conducted in the public section of
its meeting. It follows that the candidates, as members of the public, will be entitled to be
present during the proceedings.”
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ACTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 10
Report of the Clerk to the Council 12 DECEMBER 2017

APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

INTRODUCTION

In September 2009, the Community Council determined its procedure to deal with requests for financial
assistance from Organisations that work or are based in the Acton Community Area; this report
summarises the applications received to date and reminds members of the Grants/ donations that have
been awarded during the previous financial year.

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To consider the two applications for financial assistance submitted in accordance with the Policy agreed at
the September 2009 meeting of the Council.

DECISION REQUIRED

To determine the two applications for financial assistance included in this report submitted in accordance
with the Community Council’s Policy agreed in September 2009.

INFORMATION

1. Members may recall that in September 2009 the Community Council agreed its process and Policy for
considering applications for Financial assistance made under the provisions of Section 137 of the Local
Government Act 1972 (as amended). (Minute 48 September 2009 refers). At that meeting, a standard
financial application form was approved and is now circulated for completion to all persons and
organisations seeking financial assistance from the Community Council. This ensures that the
information from each applicant is received in a consistent format and all questions frequently asked
by members are answered.

2. To ease pressures on the Council’s budget, its Policy is to consider applications on a quarterly basis
with the budget apportioned equally to each quarter to allow the Community Council to be more
focused and equitable when determining financial assistance applications. The emphasis and focus of
financial assistance is on providing pump priming to help local community groups to be become self-
financing rather than providing a regular guaranteed grant income year on year that may preclude
other new local groups from being established to the benefit of the community. The quarterly
meetings are March, June, September and December each year.

3. The Local Government Act 1972 sets out in Section 137, the powers and scope for a Community
Council to make expenditure that benefits the local Community. Additional powers are also
contained in Section 145 of the Act. A sum of £3,250 has been set aside in the estimates of Income
and Expenditure for the year ended 31 March 2018 for this purpose.

4. The current Budget Allocation is much less than the limit permitted by Section 137(4) (a) of the Local
Government Act 1972. For Parish and Town Councils in England and Wales, an amount of £7.57 per
person of the Community Councils’ population is permissible for 2017/18. The Acton Community Tax
base for 2017/18 is 5768. An extract will be available at the meeting of the powers contained in
Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 that enables the Community Council to incur
expenditure, which in their opinion is in the interests of, and will bring direct benefit to their area or
any part of it or all or some of its inhabitants. Attached at Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 for information
is a summary of the Financial Assistance Grants awarded during 2015/16 and 2016/17

5. In the current financial year, the Community Council has awarded the following grants totaling
£1,500.00:



Organisation

Details

Decision

1.Friends of Bellevue Park

Financial support to provide a memorial
in the Park to remember all who served
and died in WW1

£100.00

2. Welsh Ambulance
Service NHS Trust Fund

Donation to enable the purchase of a
third First Responder Scheme kit for use
mainly in the Acton Community area.
(Minute 38 July 2017 refers)

£1,000.00

3.The Vic Studios

Financial assistance towards the appeal
for help with the repair and maintenance
of the Studio’s facilities and the quality of
service currently delivered by this music
project.

£50.00

4.Unity Morris Dancers
(Prinity Stars)

Financial support for start-up costs for
this newly merged Group run by
Volunteers based in the Acton
Community Resource Centre

£250.00

5. Royal British Legion

Donation to 2017 Poppy Appeal and
purchase of a wreath on behalf of Acton
Community Residents

(Minute 58.1 September 2017 refers)

£100.00

TOTAL

£1,500.00

6. To ensure equal distribution of the budget, it has been apportioned equally between the quarterly

meetings. This equates to £812.50 per quarter for 2017/18.

| have circulated several application

forms in response to general requests for financial assistance together with a standard letter setting
out the Council’s policy and the deadline for receipt of applications for this meeting. | have received
two applications in the current quarter which are listed below. The full application forms are
attached to this report and a copy of the supporting accounts and any other supporting information
will be available at the meeting. Members are requested to determine the following applications for

financial assistance:

Organisation

Details

Decision

6. Wrexham Hospice and
Cancer Support
(Nightingale House)

Seeking Financial assistance to support the
work of the Hospice in providing palliative
care to the highest standard for the
Community

7. Wrexham Foodbank

Seeking financial assistance towards the
costs incurred by this Project in
maintaining its warehouse in Wrexham to
receive, sort and store food donations.

End of Applications received in time for December 2017 meeting.

14




APPENDIX 1

SUMMARY Of FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE GIVEN DURING THE 2015/16 FINANCIAL YEAR:-

Name

1. Gate Hangs High
Bowling Club
2. Friends of Acton Park

3. North Wales Police

4. Royal British Legion

5. Cunliffe Bowling Club

6. Family Friends for 5’s to
11’s

7. Rhosnesni Residents
Association

8. Wrexham County
Borough Council —
Crowd funding

9. Llangollen International
Musical Eisteddfod

10. K2 Explorer Scout Unit

11. Wrexham Allotment
and Leisure gardeners
Association

12. Home Start County
Borough of Wrexham

13. Eisteddfod Gendlaethol
Cymru

TOTAL

Detail

Assistance towards the Club’s running costs and
unexpected repairs to the mowing machine.
Assistance towards the purchase of secure storage
units for the Group’s equipment

Assistance with cost of planning, organising and
delivering a Haunted Walk in Acton Park in October
2015.

Poppy Wreath & Donation

S137 Local Government Act 1972

Assistance towards the purchase of new mowing
equipment

Assistance with cost providing this Volunteer service
to families in the Acton Community area

Assistance towards the Association’s festive
activities for its seniors and children.

Assistance towards the project to Honour our
Veterans and Preserve their memories

Financial assistance to support the costs of staging
the 2015 Urdd National Eisteddfod to be held in
Caerphilly.

Financial assistance towards the cost of youngsters
from the Acton Community area participating on
the Group's Expedition to the Czech Republic in the
summer of 2016

Request for £50 donation to sponsor a group of
classes at the Annual Flower and Vegetable Show

Assistance towards supporting new and existing
vulnerable young families and their volunteers living
in the Acton area of the County.

Financial assistance to support the costs of staging
the 2015 Urdd National Eisteddfod to be held in
Caerphilly.

Budget for 2015/16= £3,250 + c¢/fwd from 2014/15 of £1,500

15

Amount

£400.00

£120.00

£100.00

£100.00

£400.00

£500.00

£150.00

£100.00

£100.00

£250.00

£50.00

£500.00

£50.00

£ 2,820.00



Name

1. Tenovus Cancer Care
— North Wales

2. Nightingale House
Hospice

3. StJohn’s Church
Rhosnesni

4. Shelter Cymru

5. Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal

6. Mayor's Charity Fund
Wrexham CBC

7. Llangollen
International Musical
Eisteddfod

8. Anglesey National
Eisteddfod 2017

9. Wrexham Family
Friends for 5’s to
11’s

10. Cunliffe Bowling Club

11. Wrexham Allotment
& Leisure Gardeners’
Association

12. Bobath Children’s
Therapy Centre

13. Home Start County
Borough of
Wrexham

14. Borras Park Albion
Youth Football Club

15. Acton Park Primary
School

16. Barkers Lane Play

Group

Detail

Financial assistance to continue to support cancer
patients and their loved ones in their local community+

Financial assistance to support the work of the
Hospice in the delivery of Palliative care from within
the Community Council’s area

financial donation towards the costs of the planned
refurbishments and modernisation of the Church Hall
which is now 25 years old

Assistance with cost of providing its housing needs
services to people in the Acton Community. | confirm
that the monies will be expended for services that are
provided in the Acton Community area.

Poppy Wreath & Donation

Tickets for Acton CC attendance at Mayor's Charity
Dinner Dance 7 October 2016

Financial assistance towards the substantial general
running costs of this annual event

Financial support towards this annual festival which
costs a total of £1.4m

Contribution towards the cost of supporting four
families currently disadvantaged in the Acton
Community

Financial assistance towards the costs of installing an
environmentally friendly automatic watering system
Financial donation towards the costs of the Annual
Open Flower, Vegetable and Home Produce show

Financial assistance to enable provision of extra
therapists to treat more children across Wales who
have Cerebral palsy

Assistance towards supporting newly referred young
families who are vulnerable and disadvantaged and
their volunteers who live within the Acton Community

Support towards the cost of youngsters from the Borras
/Acton area to go on the Club’s 37th Exchange of
Football and Friendship in Germany in April 2017
Financial Assistance towards the costs of an
improvement and renovation project for the wooden
building in the school grounds

Financial assistance towards the cost of purchasing a
range of IT resources to promote ICT development and
skills for the children

Total Grants to 31 March 2017
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APPENDIX 2

SUMMARY Of FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE GIVEN DURING THE 2016/17 FINANCIAL YEAR:-

Amount

£100.00

£500.00

£500.00

£100.00 Subject to the

monies being expended for
services that are provided in
the Acton Community area.

£100.00

£70.00

£100.00

£50.00

£500.00

£100.00

£50.00

£100.00

£400.00

£300.00

No Grant made —
applicant referred to
LEA

£280.00

£3,250.00



3.

Avrascadion No 1.
DPecemaer. 2017

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
(MADE UNDER SECTION 137 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972, AS AMENDED)

NAME OF ORGANISATION: Nightingale House Hospice

TELL US ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION. WHAT DOES IT DO? WHO DOES IT HELP IN THE ACTON
COMMUNITY COUNCIL AREA? WHERE ARE YOU BASED? WHEN AND HOW OFTEN DO YOU MEET? HOW
fNG HAVE YOU BEE

..........................................................................................................................

...................................................................................

................................................................................................

..........................

CAN ANYONE JOIN? @ESo wuo BENEFI MW @

HOW MANY RESIDENTS FROM !2 2CTON MMUNITY COUNCIL ARE AR%MBERS OF OR BENE}

FROM YOUR ORGANISATION?

IS YOUR ORGANISATION A REGISTERED CHARITY? 0 3 ,S O YES/“W
IF YES, PLEASE GIVE THE REGISTERED CHARITY No: j .......... - (p .........................
IS YOUR ORGANISATION PART OF A LARGER ORGANISATION AND IF SO WHICH ONE?

..............................................................

B. ARE THEY QUALIFIED & HAVE THEY RECEIVED APPRQPQRIATE TRAINING AND IF APPROPRIATE, THE
NECESSARY SECURITY CHECKS?

IS THE WORK OF YOUR ORGANISATION SUPERVISED BY AN OFFICAL BODY? @NO

IF YES, PLEASE STATE SUPERVISING BODY: Mlﬁ .......................................................................................

CONTINUED OVERLEAF/
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10,

11

13.

14,

15.

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR: Nightingale House Hospice..

PLEASE SUPPLY COPIES OF YOUR ACCOUNTS FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS
(e.g: AUDITED PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT AND BALANCE SHEET)

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FINANICAL HOLDINGS. HOW MUCH MONEY DOES YOUR ORGANISATION HAVE?
A. PETTY CASH AND CURRENT ACCOUNTS: ciiiimmmmmissseamsssias st enmnaresssstsasssssissis
B. DEPOSITACCOUNTS: ittt sttt s s s st e b 00
C. OTHERINVESTMENTS: it fuissssnisins s

HOW MUCH WAS YOUR ORGANISATION’S PROFIT LAST YEAR? E,/@Olglg ..............................
OF LOSS LASTYEAR?  ciiiiicvcummummmmmsasnseessitesssbssha bbbt s s s s ens 8844400 48 44441 A s s e b

IF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL WERE TO AGREE TO AWARD YOUR ORGANISATION FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE,
WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO GIVE A REPORT TO THE COUNCIL ON HOW THE GRANT WAS SPENT AND
WHAT BENEFIT THERE WAS TO THE COMMUNITY OF ACTON?

IF YWTION IS SUCCES Fél PLE\AZ:ZTATEB LOW THE PAYEE NAME FOR THE CHEQUE:
AU j‘é! Fq e ~

PLEASE USE THE SPACE BELOW FOR ANY OTHER INFORMATION THAT HAS NOT BEEN REQUESTED ABOVE
THAT YOU THINK MAY SUPPORT YOUR APPLICATION:

...............

---------------------

..............................

...............................................................................................................

L L L LT ey

SIGNED: . FLASALL ... ... TE ;30 [

POSITION IN ORGANISATION:
CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER:

Please return this application form with supporting accounts to:

The Clerk to Acton Community Council, c/o Acton Community Resource Centre,
Off Overton Way, Wrexham LL12 7LB  (or email: actoncommunitycouncil@gmail.com)
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Aeacamod No 2

DECEMBER 2017
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
(MADE UNDER SECTION 137 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972, AS AMENDED)

NAME OF ORGANISATION: Wrexham Foodbank

1. NAME AND ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE:
¢/o The Salvation Army, Garden Road, Rhosddu, Wrexham, LL11 2NU.

2. REASON FOR APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE?

We need to raise funds to pay the rent on our warehouse where we sort and store the food, this is about £8355.60
per year plus utilities and insurance. This grant money would really help us towards that. Without the warehouse
we could not run the project.

3. TELL US ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION. WHAT DOES IT DO? WHO DOES IT HELP IN THE ACTON
COMMUNITY COUNCIL AREA? WHERE ARE YOU BASED? WHEN AND HOW OFTEN DO YOU MEET? HOW
LONG HAVE YOU BEEN ESTABLISHED?

Wrexham Foodbank was established in September 2012. We provide emergency food to local people in crisis
that have been referred to us by one of our many partner agencies including health visitors, teachers, the council,
police, job centre and other charities. People come due to a variety of situations - such as fleeing domestic violence,
waiting for wages or benefits, low income, debt, sickness. All the food is donated and the project is run entirely by
volunteers. The volunteers offer a warm welcome and a chat over refreshments and signposting to further help if
possible. During 2016-2017 we fed 4318 people and nearly 27,000kg of food was donated. During the last 12
maonths 67 food parcels were given out to residents of Acton (feeding 99 adults and 80 children) and Acton School
are registered voucher holders as well as the Citizens Advice Bureau that operate from the Community Resource
Centre. Qur warehouse is in Rhosddu and our Distribution Centres are in Rhosddu, Caia Park, Cefn Mawr and
Gwersyllt. The warehouse is open for donations two days a week, the Distribution Centres cover various days and
times (details on our website).

4. CAN ANYONE JOIN? YES/NO* WHO CAN BENEFIT? Anyone in genuine crisis.
*Volunteers must be over 18 and supply two suitable references.

5. HOW MANY RESIDENTS FROM THE ACTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL AREA ARE MEMBERS OF OR BENEFIT
FROM YOUR ORGANISATION? We have several dedicated volunteers from the Acton area. Numbers of
people helped are mentioned above.

6. IS YOUR ORGANISATION A REGISTERED CHARITY? YES/NO
IF YES, PLEASE GIVE THE REGISTERED CHARITY No: 1162262

7. ISYOUR ORGANISATION PART OF A LARGER ORGANISATION AND IF SO WHICH ONE?

The Trussell Trust

8. TELL US ABOUT THE SIZE OF YOUR ORGANISATION:

A. HOW MANY STAFF DO YOU EMPLOY? None. (Approximately 100 volunteers.)
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9

10.

11.

12.

13,

14.

B. ARE THEY QUALIFIED & HAVE THEY RECEIVED APPROPRIATE TRAINING AND IF APPROPRIATE, THE
NECESSARY SECURITY CHECKS?

All volunteers undertake appropriate training e.g. Befriending / Warehouse / Manual Handling /
Safeguarding

IS THE WORK OF YOUR ORGANISATION SUPERVISED BY AN OFFICIAL BODY? YES/NO

IF YES, PLEASE STATE SUPERVISING BODY:
Annual audit from The Trussell Trust

CONTINUED OVERLEAF/
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM: Wrexham Food Bank

PLEASE SUPPLY COPIES OF YOUR ACCOUNTS FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS (e.g:
AUDITED PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT AND BALANCE SHEET)

Attached.

TELL US ABOUT YOUR FINANCIAL HOLDINGS. HOW MUCH MONEY DOES YOUR ORGANISATION HAVE?
A. PETTY CASH AND CURRENT ACCOUNTS: £4247.95
B. DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS: 0
C. OTHER INVESTMENTS: 0

HOW MUCH WAS YOUR ORGANISATION'S PROFIT LAST YEAR? N/A

Or LOSS LAST YEAR? N/A

IF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL WERE TO AGREE TO AWARD YOUR ORGANISATION FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE, WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO GIVE A REPORT TO THE COUNCIL ON HOW THE GRANT WAS
SPENT AND WHAT BENEFIT THERE WAS TO THE COMMUNITY OF ACTON?

Yes

IF YOUR APPLICATION IS SUCCESSFUL PLEASE STATE BELOW THE PAYEE NAME FOR THE CHEQUE:
Wrexham Foodbank

PLEASE USE THE SPACE BELOW FOR ANY OTHER INFORMATION THAT HAS NOT BEEN REQUESTED ABOVE
THAT YOU THINK MAY SUPPORT YOUR APPLICATION:

If anyone would like to come and visit the Foodbank and learn more about it then please do get in touch.
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| CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION GIVEN ABOVE IS CORRECT

SIGNED: ... Ehdandian, DATE: o Btk Buaeh Brsesis
POSITION IN ORGANISATION: e BTG LN nmwu RN NN
CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER: SR TARR. 2R LT AT L RTIAR A EDAT N

Please return this application form with supporting accounts to:

The Clerk to Acton Community Council, c/o Acton Community Resource Centre, Off Overton Way,
Wrexham LL12 7LB  (or email: actoncommunitycouncil@gmail.com)
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ACTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 11.1
12 DECEMBER 2017
Report of the Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to the Council

ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY 2017/18
INTRODUCTION

Guidance was issued by the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) for the 2004/05 Financial year on
Section 15(1) (a) of the Local Government Act 2003. It indicated that some elements of this
Legislation would apply to Community and Town Councils. The Guidance on Local Government
Investments was intended to formalise the Investment procedures undertaken by Community
Councils but was not meant to be overly onerous and only applies in full to the very largest
Community Councils or to those with significant sums to invest.

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To enable Members to review the Community Council’s Investments Strategy for 2018/19 as part of
the Annual budget setting process.

DECISIONS REQUIRED

1. To consider and if appropriate, approve the Investment Strategy for Acton Community Council for
the financial year 2018/19 as set out in the appendix to this report; and

2. To agree to review the Acton Community Council Investments Policy each financial year as part of
the budget setting process.

INFORMATION

The WAG Guidance on Section 15(1) (a) of the Local Government Act 2003 was applied with effect
from the financial year 2004/05 and anticipates that the Annual Investment Strategy is agreed before
1 April of each financial year in question. The Strategy is meant to be a document that sets out the
categories, Investments plan to be undertaken and the amounts intended to be invested over
relevant periods of time. Community Councils have been encouraged to include approval of the
Strategy within their budget processes or documentation.

Members are reminded that this Authority presently holds three accounts at the HSBC Bank at
Wrexham. There are two interest-bearing accounts, the Business Money Manager, which is a no
notice account where all precept payments are now made. This is linked to a Money Market No
Notice Account which holds earmarked capital monies for the Acton Community Resource Centre and
year marked monies for Election costs, the Maesydre Power House Building valuation and the repairs/
replacement of Playground equipment of the Service Level Agreement with Wrexham County
Borough Council and other earmarked monies. There is also a non-interest bearing Community
(current) Account from which all creditor payments are made. The interest is paid gross each quarter
and half yearly on the Money Manager and Money Market accounts respectively.

The return on the Council’s Investments is low owing to the continuing historic low rate of interest.
The interest amount currently being received is negligible, so there has been little opportunity to
secure improvement. The earmarked contingency balances proposed in the estimates of Income and
Expenditure from 2018/19 onwards will require consideration of the options for flexible longer term
investment in the future. The Council’s Banking strategy was reviewed following repeal of Section 150
requirements for the signing off of cheque payments and a decision made to maintain the status quo
as that currently represents the best internal safeguard and financial control of expenditure.
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APPENDIX
ANNUAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY FOR ACTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 2018/19

This Annual Investment Strategy is prepared in accordance with the statutory guidance on Local
Government Investments issued by the National Assembly for Wales.

All cash, bank balances, financial assets, borrowings and credit arrangements are defined as a part of
the Council’s treasury management activities. This Annual Investment Strategy will concentrate on
the Council’s temporarily surplus resources (or other financial assets it holds) and the investments it
undertakes of these resources.

The Council undertakes to ensure that for all its investments, priority will be given to security and
liquidity rather than to yield. In drafting this Annual Investment Strategy, the Council has made
appropriate arrangements for:

9 Identification, management and control of risks in the investments/treasury management
activities it undertakes.

9 Budgeting, accounting and audit arrangements.
91 Its cash and cash flow management requirements

9 Segregation of responsibilities, organisational arrangements, adequate documentation and the
identification of a responsible officer for investment/ treasury management activities.

9 Corporate governance.

91 Procedures to ensure it is alert to the possibility it may become subject to an attempt to involve it
in a transaction involving the laundering of money.

All investments undertaken by this Council will be made and repaid in Sterling.
SUMS TO BE INVESTED

All monies not required for approved expenditure purposes to be invested in the Council’s Money
Manager Account and earmarked contributions for Elections, Acton Community Resource Centre,
future repairs/maintenance to the Maesydre Power House, repairs/replacement of Playground
equipment under the Service Level Agreement with Wrexham County Borough Council together with
any earmarked budget underspend item to be invested in the Money Market Account.

LISTING OF INVESTMENTS UNDERTAKEN
The Council will undertake the following categories of investment for the financial year 2018/19.

All excess funds to be held in a Money Manager Account or any other Deposit Fund that may be
identified as providing low risk, adequate daily liquidity and optimised returns

NEW INVESTMENTS — REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

If any new investment instruments (other than those approved in the list above) are proposed during
the financial year before such an investment is undertaken it will need to first be approved by Acton
Community Council and the Council’s Standing Orders refreshed to reflect such decisions.

GLOSSARY
Credit arrangements — this covers all forms of borrowing or credit transactions that the Council may
undertake.
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ACTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL - 12 DECEMBER 2017 AGENDA ITEM 12
INFORMATION AND GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED SINCE THE LAST MEETING

Organisation Details Comments
1 | Society of Local Council General Data Protection Regulations: The Clerk attended a webinar at Llandudno on Friday
Clerks 1 December 2017 hosted by the Clwyd Branch of the Society of Local Council Clerks and will

be reporting on the issues and options that are available to the Community Council to ensure
it is compliant with the far reaching requirements of this legislation that will be coming into
effect on 25 May 2018.

2 | Police & Crime Challenges faced by the Police Service and North Wales Police: Email dated 23 November
Commissioner & Chief 2017 enclosing a joint letter highlighting pressures on Police Forces and impact on current
Constable of North Wales | performance together with future considerations in respect of demand on front line officers,
Police budget pressures and focus. The Clerk has circulated copies of the documents electronically

to Councillors

3 | AVOW Wrexham AVOW Christmas Reception & Carol Service: Emails dated 26 & 30 November 2017 inviting

representatives from the Council to attend this year’s Reception being held on Friday 15
December 2017 from 12noon to 2pm at the Catrin Finch Centre Glyndwr University. In
addition, an invite has been extended to attend the AVOW Christmas Carol Service at St.
Giles Parish Church at 1.00pm on Thursday 21 December 2017.

4 | Wrexham County Play Area matters:

Borough Council 1. Refurbishment of the Acton Park Play Area: Email dated 24 November 2017
confirming the remedial works to remove the tunnel and install a new See Saw at
Acton Park has now been completed. The Play Area is now open to the public once
more.

2. Ffordd Garmonydd Play Area : Email dated 29 November 2017 advising that the
nest Swing frame, safety surface and boulders have been installed and the swing
chains and seat will be installed once the frame and safety surface have settled.

6 | Shane Hughes Long Forest Project — Wrexham: Email dated 28 November 2017 providing
Tidy Towns Project information about this project which is a three year programme to engage with
Officer, Keep Wales Tidy volunteers and plant 100,000 trees and improve 120,000m of hedgerow across Wales
(many of which are in Wrexham) and provide accredited training qualifications. The
Community Council is being invited to be part of this innovative project.
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One Voice Wales

National Resource Wales Funding and Support 2017/18: Email dated 1 December 2017
advising of the launch of a streamlined funding process to apply for funding National
Resource Wales is making available to projects that will improve the environment across
Wales. The Deadline for submissions of interest is 14 January 2018. More information can
be found on the NRW Website
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https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/funding/?lang=en

